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AnThe Road goes ever on and
Down from the door where it began,
Now far ahead the Road has gone,
And | must follow, if | can,
Pursuing it with eager feet,
Until it joins some larger way,
Where many paths and errands meet,
And whither then?, | cannof

J.R.R. Tolkien

The twists and trails of Triumpl
€ Tol kien could not have desci
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Chapter 1

Triumph Bonneville (owned & ridden by Gordon Genis) at Thruxton in 1968

Once upon a timeé..nah! ..l etds tell it how it wasé
owners of TRIUMPH Motorcycles and the members of the Berkshire Branch of the Triumph
Owners Motorcycle Club é .
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Current Branch Logo as used on Tee-shirts

Roll back the clock to 1961 when the Reading Branch of the Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club was
formed. The Branch met at the Roundabout Public House (now demolished) on Oxford Road,
Kentwood Hill on a Friday evening. The original Branch badge sported a red Thunderbird (the
Branch colour in 1961) on a black background with ATriumph Readingdin gold script an example of

which can be seen below;

- ot

Reading Branch TOMCC Club Badge
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The Branch Committee of that time was;

Chairman; Roger Hill,
Secretary; Wally Pratt,
Treasurer; Ed Bishop,
Social Secretary; Glen Watkins,
Club Captain; Jack Walker,
ACU Representative; Pat Turner,
Runs Leader; Pete Eggleton,
Assist. Soc. Sec. /

Runs Leader; Robin Weller,

Members would observe at local Trials events and provided marshal® for Scrambles (now called
Motocross) organised by other local clubs. Reading TOMCC also organised their own annual Trial in
which members took part. Subsequent to this, some club members began road racing at Silverstone
in high speed trials on their individually prepared Bonneville& with varied success.

Gordon Genis participating in High Speed Trials at Silverstone in 1966
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iRace Transporto | eaving Silverstone ci

By the mid-sixties, the Branch had changed its meeting venue to the Horncastle PH on the Bath
Road, Reading where they had use of a private bar, still meeting on a Friday evening.

Members continued to marshal at Scrambles, mostly run by the Mortimer and District Motor Cycle
Club and, being in the ACU Southern Sector, also meant occasional invitations to marshal at
Thruxton for road racing.
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Original Reading Branch Sign
(used to hang on the door to the private bar on Club Nights)

During the winter months, Social Secretary Sue Eggleton (and later Julie Sutton) would arrange for

large companies such as Castrol to provide motorcycle sporting films from their library and guest

speakers, the most notable being international race star Phil Read. National trials expert, Ken

Heanes also came to the club to demonstrate his very quick tyre changing skills. Branch members

al so participated on the National TOMCC Committee
Ashl ey Preston, was editor of the national TOMCC m

As time moved on, the Club no longer organised and ran i ¢ o@n Trial, but numerous members

continued to dabble in road racing and supported other clubs, by providing marshals. The club

sporting activities normally led to invitations to the annual Mortimer and District MCC Dinner, Dance

& Prize giving, usually held at the Old Mill PH and Restaurant near Aldermaston. Just in case you

got the impression it was al/ boozing, oil |l eaks,
6ave one of theyo and Il ittle gl amour é.
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Wrong! ! ! 11 é. Bay@aroacl®4 Hol i d

Moving into the 1970&, the Reading Branch of the Triumph Owners MCC was a very well supported
Branch. Weekend camping rallies became popular and the members supported many events
organised by other TOMCC branches.

There was always friendly rivalry between the Reading Branch and the Mighty South London Branch,
especially When the Branch Scribe (Magnus Opus) took to heading the reports to Nacelle ffrom

Reading also often succeeded in having the largest Branch representation at TOMCC Club events,
Indeed without Reading Branch support, it& doubtful the TOMCC®& flriumph Owners Go Abroado
(TOGA) 1973 event would have gone ahead. There were about 12 or so Reading Branch members
on the trip to Holland compared with 5 or 6 from all the other Branches put together!. The TOMCC
went on to win the trophy for the Best Supported Overseas Club at the Molentreffen Rally.
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Branch Run to the loM TT Races in 1972

During this period, a very important social side evolved and a large proportion of the membership
were doing something almost every weekend during the summer months.

There was also the instigation of the fFairy of the Yearo Award where points were awarded to anyone
doing anything stupid and each month& copy of Nacelle was eagerly awaited to see how many points
Bill Sutton (Magnus Opus) had awarded to who and for what daft things!!. The Trophy was
presented each year at the annual Disco / Party complete with a set of fairy wings!!.

The Reading Branch of the TOMCC actually held the TOMCC Chairman® post for one year, when
Bill Sutton was voted into the post at the Club& Annual General Meeting in 1973.

While all this was going on, the Reading Branch went from strength to strength, however there was in
the background a growing disenchantment with the Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club in general,
partly for their reluctance to embrace new idea& and partly with an on-going issue over subscriptions
to the Auto Cycle Union (ACU) and the British Motorcyclists Federation) BMF which did not appear to
provide value for money.
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Original TOMCC Membership Card

The Branch members eventually realised it was simply not possible to change the direction of the
TOMCC and after much discussion, a decision was made to break away from the main TOMCC.

Original logo of the Triumph Motorcycle Company
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Chapter 2

Initially, the Reading Branch TOMCC committee tried to change the name to Reading Triumph
Owners Club, divorced from the TOMCC, but this was not acceptable to the main TOMCC Club
committee and so, in 1974, an entirely new club was formed, the Thameside Motor Cycle Club, out of

the ashes of the original Reading TOMCC Branch.

A new committee was elected, key members being;

Chairman; Bert Maslin,

Secretary; Ed Bishop,
Treasurer; Mick (Bub) Collins

Thameside Motor Cycle Club Badge
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Thameside Motor Cycle Club Pin Badge (and Anchor Rally Badge with Year Bars)

The Thameside Motor Cycle Club was different for a number of reasons, first of all it was an fany
makeomotorcycle club and the venue for weekly meetings was changed to the Sigmund Pulsometer
Pumps Sports Club in Scours Lane, Reading (the club-house, now demolished, is currently a training
ground for Reading Football Club). Club night was now a Tuesday evening.

The Social Club boasted improved facilities over the previous venue and the members could enjoy a
more spacious environment. Billiards and darts competitions were held, over the winter, against
other bike clubs and now the restrictions of a fone makeoclub had been lifted the membership grew
although the core membership still consisted of ex-Reading Branch TOMCC members.
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Thameside MCC Jacket c/w Club Badge
(courtesy of Julie Sutton)

There remained a degree of interaction with a few of the TOMCC Branches, supporting their rallies
etc and before long the committee decided to organise a rally of their own. This was to be The
Anchor Rally (held at a PH of the same name alongside the river Thames at Eaton Hastings near
Lechlade. This event continued on for several years attracting a good crowd and providing valuable
funds for the new Thameside Motorcycle Club (which also ensured the Treasurer remained happy!!).

First Edition July 2007% Updatel DecembeR021.
15



The Anchor Rally circa 1974

As virtually all of the Reading TOMCC membership had transferred to the Thameside Club, there
were still a lot of Triumph Owners forming the nucleus of the Club. They continued on with camping
holidays along with regular trips to the Isle of Man for both the Tourist Trophy (TT) races and the
Manx Grand Prix (MGP) weeks.

In 1975, a well organised Continental Tour saw nearly 24 machines, mostly Triumphs, travel over to
Belgium and Holland for the Dutch TT and then a tour of Germany. Due to the numbers involved, a
decision was made to split the group in two, the Runs Leaders being Bob Argent and Steve Stuckey.
The tour was well organised and planned and a comprehensive range of spare parts and the tools for
essential repairs was taken, distributed across the entire group with the obligatory camping gear. One
consideration not planned for, was the armed guards on the Holland / German border drawing their
guns as one bike after another sped across the border without stopping for passport checks!!. Each
rider followed on the bike in front, thinking fhe didn& need to stop so @ better not stop eithera

The Club, or should | say Peter (Groin) Grossi, the Editor, produced its own Newsletter, the

THAMESRIDE during the period 1976 - 1978 to keep the growing membership informed of a wide

range of 1issues. I't even featured AAmMyods Problem P
related topics!!!.

Looking through back issues, the Club Events bear some semblance to our current runs list of 2007.
Club regalia was available including Club Jackets at £3.50, Metal Club Badges at 60p and
FluorescentOver-J acket s at Al. 60. éheady days indeed.
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THAMESRIDE

19

OCTOBER 1977

EDITOR: Peter (Groin) Grossi,
53, Melrose Gardens,
Arborfield, Berks.

Thamesride is published by and for the
members of the Thameside Motorcycle Club
and is not for sale. Deadline for next issue
Tuesday th. November.

THAMESIDE MOTORCYCLE CLUB meets
each Tuesday evening in the Sigmund Pulso-
meter Pumps Club, Scours Lane, Reading.

CONTENTS

BRING AND BUY SALE

ED LIGHT . Tl BUUKER KUN

LETTERS AMY'S PRUBLEM PAGE
A-C.U. DINNER DANCE FUR SALE

THE YOBS' PAGE STULEN

THE GRASS TRACK ERUN THE SECOND LOUNEY RALLY
MEMBERSHIP CLUB SHUP SURVEY

. SCRAMBLING AT HOLYBUURNE

Thamesride Magazine

Nothing lasts forever and by the 1980& most of those closely involved with the Thameside Motor
Cycle Club in the 1960& and 1970& had drifted away for a variety of reasons. The Club venue
changed to the Horse and Jockey PH in Caversham Reading and in the main it was left to a new
membership to keep the Thameside Motorcycle Club afloat.

One last Thameside item of interest, the very last member to join the club in 1984 was non-other than
Mr Rodney (Digger) Warwick, who continues to serve today on the current Berkshire Branch
committee in 2007.

First Edition July 2007% Updatel DecembeR021.
17



Chapter 3

Berkshire Branch Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club Badge

Early spring, March 1979, three Berkshire based Triumph enthusiasts arrived at the Mighty South
London (MSL) branch of the Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club (TOMCC). Richard Wheadon, Robin
Day and Steve Davis signed up immediately as a local, to them, (Reading) branch did not now exist.

After joining MSL however, and making enquiries regarding other TOMCC members in the Reading

area, it quickly became clear there was a demand for a local TOMCC Branch, a single marque club,

in the Thames Valley. With this in mind, Richard, Robin and Steve set about canvassing potential
members and gaining fAexpressi ons ¢ Mmeeiingdf e Berkshie f ol |
Branch of the TOMCC was held at the Queen Victoria Hostelry on the A4 between Knowl Hill and

Hare Hatch.
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Queen Victoria Public House, Hare Hatch

As the membership quickly grew to around 50 or so, further meetings were held during the early
summer of 1979 at the Castle Public House in Hurst and a month or so later in June 1979, a move

was madetotheJack 6o 6 Newbury Public House in Binfield whe
Thursdays during 1980 and 1981.
oy

I
S
| P
i
!
I

The Castle Public House, Hurst
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Membership remained constant around the 50 mark, with individuals travelling to Binfield from
Maidenhead, Reading, Bracknell, Wokingham and as far away as Herriard near Alton.

JackihooNewbury Public House, Binfield
The Triumph mounted members participated in a wide range of events and rallies including runs, led
by Robin Day (the first Runs Leader), to other Triumph branches in West London, MSL and Wiltshire.

Meetings also took place between small groups in addition to the Thursday Club Nights and the club
enjoyed a high level of support.

Berkshire Branch meeting at the Jd3B&fAiooNewbur\
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Some of the members were drawn from the Thameside Motor Cycle Club which had tenuous links
back to the earlier Reading TOMCC Branch, also long since closed. The membership demonstrated

a thirst for challenge throughout the decade and in 1980, ac har ity End t o End Run
n o
0s

Johndéob6Groatds) was successfully completed (by
report (produced by Robin Day, one of the rider
Nacelle Magazine (see front cover below) however reproduced is the fully detailed version which
featured in the Berkshire TOMCC Newsletter (again compiled by Robin Day, the Runs Leader):

LANDS END to JOHN 606 GROATS

il organised a sponsored Mot or cyaalsmaidRaithe ldcal Kiem L a
Thomas Body Scanner Appeal. The Run took place from Friday, 29" August until the Sunday

following. A few weeks previously we raided Radio 210 to try and get some publicity, and were given

a spot on the air for a chat.

8 people went on the Run:

Roland Batchelor Tiger 750

lan White & Tina Summer (Pillion) 6T Thunderbird

Peter Little T150 Trident

Pat (Lance Corp. Billy Patterson) T150 Trident

John Ginn T140E Bonneville 750 (UK)
lan Thompson T140E Bonneville 750 (US)
Robin Day T140E Bonneville 750 (UK)

We left Ken Thomas home in Crowthorne on the Thursday at 4pm after having pictures taken by the
local press and the Sunday Telegraph Magazine (photo on Club noticeboard). We travelled down to
Lands End as one group until we lost Peter Little at Exeter, where he travelled on to Lands End on
his own. We then took the wrong turning and had to detour towards Plymouth. The weather looked
bad, so lan Thompson, Pat and myself decided to camp overnight near Plymouth. The rest carried
on down to Lands End and arrived about midnight, absolutely drenched, meeting Peter Little who had
arrived about half-an-hour previously.

(

nds

It didnét stop raining until about 2pm downteri day,

Lands End, stopping for a meal near Penzance.

The start of the marathon was due at 6pm, but the other four decided to leave half-an-hour earlier at
5:30pm and the three of us saw them go past the other when we were still eating in the café.

By the time we reached Lands End it was about 7pm, then we were signed off as leaving Lands End
about 7:30pm. lan went off on time, but Pat had trouble with his bike and had to bump start it and he
then chased off after lan. In the meantime a crowd started talking to me, asking about the run, and
by the time they had finished talking lan had disappeared and Pat was a dot on the horizon. | belted
after them , leaving Lands End at about 100mph to try and catch them and my bike was really put
through some torture, but | was unable to catch them, not meeting them for another 400-500 miles.

The ride up to A30 to Exeter was hampered by cars and caravans getting in the way all the time and |
was glad to get to the M5, but lomtleew30i Itmispydyedimyg n 6 t
petrol stops between two service areas as my bike was running too rich and was doing just over

40mpg, so | decided to go into Worcester to try and find a 24-hour petrol station.

It was 1pm and | found it impossible as even the 24-hour garages were closed!. After about 2 hours

of messing around Worcester, | stopped a friendly Yamaha owner!. He sold me 4 pints of petrol for

£1, which was enough to get me to the next service station on the M6.
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| caught up with lan and Pat near Manchester and we stopped at Carlisle service area where we met

lan and Tina who had stopped for a quick hours sleep behind a sign. lan Thompson, Pat and |

carried on together until bet ween Carlisle and GI a
stubs and he stopped to tighten them. As he was behind lan and myself we were unaware that he

had stopped. When we realised, | cut back by crossing the dual carriageway to reach him about two

miles back. Pat told me to carry on as he could fix it and to tell lan Thompson, who was waiting up

the road, to stop at the next service station. | carried on to meet lan where | had left him, but in the

meantime he had also gone back to help Pat. As | never saw him | carried on by myself. The

journey was very tiring towards the end and | almost fell asleep on my bike near Inverness, but was

able to waken myself by going crazy overtaking everything in my path.

The others, Roland, lan White and Tina Summer, Peter Little, John Ginn, all had short rests at their
petrol stops. Roland who had just modified his bike to Thruxton specification, pulled away from the
others and lead the way. He had to stop for 1 %2 hrs in a Scottish petrol station waiting for it to open.
Peter Little and John Ginn did the trip together.

Riders arrival times:

Roland Batchelor 18hrs Omins (equal to a SUZUKI M/C Club record,
subject to confirmation).

Peter Little 19hrs 15mins

John Ginn 19hrs 15mins

Robin Day (Me) 21hrs 15mins

lan White & Tina Summer  24hrs Omins
lan Thompson 45hrs 53mins (Note - last page)
Pat (Billy Patterson) 45hrs 53mins (Note - last page)

lan Thompson and Pat camped overnight near Fort William and visited a Pub, but the reason why
they took so |l ong was repairing Patds exhausts.

Most of us, except for Pat and Tina who had to return to work, toured around Scotland and slowly

made our way Sout h. The weat her was terrible and
(the weather down here we were told, was sunny all the time!). Even so, the scenery was impressive

and magnificent.

We stopped at a garage in Ullapool (the White Heather Garage) and its owner generously donated
£5 towards the Appeal.

We raised £1,167.60 ¥ for the Ken Thomas Body Scanner Appeal, and our thanks go to every one
who helped raise money for us:

TOMCC Members - Total membership 70

Roland Batchelor £265.30
Moz Sharabi £260.15 (Special thanks to Moz w
go on the run and raised £260).

Peter Little £131.87

John Ginn £110.04

lan Thompson £72.80

Tina Summer £31.00

lan White £36.50
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Richard Wheadon £3.30

Mike Miller £3.80
Rod Machin £13.70
M.Hubley £5.60
Dave (Purple 5TA) £7.00
Steve Davis £9.60
John Westgarth £3.60
Robin Day £19.62%
lan Purdy and Kim £8.00
Bonne Exec Owner at Hewlett Packard £8.00
Exeter TOMCC £2.40
West Middlesex TOMCC £27.70

Other people included:

I.C Haines £13.15
Caroline Liggett £20.00
Peter Green £3.00
Yvonne Day £9.30
The Royal Oak (John Ginn) £10.04
The Green Man, Hurst £23.20
Pat & Michael Day £9.40
Eddie May (Johnsons) £10.00
V & VMCC £2.40
Maureen Davis £3.50
British Petroleum £0.60
Anglo Bike £4.00
Andrew & Philip Green £21.03
White Heather Garage, Ullapool £5.00
Silvano Onothio £3.00
Total: £1157.60%

Plus £40.00 to come from Pat (L/Cpl Billy Paterson) who is hospitalised for approximately 5 months
following a serious motorcycle accident:

£40.00
Minus £30.00 Prize money £30.00
Grand Total: £1167.60%.

Ten people guessed the correct first arrival time of 18hrs, so the names were put into a hat and Ken
Thomas drew the winner of £20 (G.Parsons of Calcot, Reading).

There was only one person who guessed the nearest time to the last arrival of 45hrs 53mins, with a
guess of 44% hrs (Mrs Shirley Brown, Howth Drive, Woodley).

Petrol money was donated and distributed amongst the 7 riders, who wish to thank the following:
Mr Michael Withers, owner of Reading and Maidenhead Toyota Centres;
£50.00

BP Qil Co (the only petrol company to help us, probably because we were riding British Motorcycles):
£50.00
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Great Western Motorcycles £25.00

Mr Michael Day £5.00

Mr Shaun Healy £5.00

Peter Littleds | ocalfsbutcher

TOMCC Berkshire members £10.00
(£5 from one of them)

Total £155.00

We were invited down to Meriden on the Friday following the Marathon by Mr Lindsay, a Director of
Triumphs. We chatted over coffee and then were taken on a tour of the factory.

The previous week they had cut their staff from 400 to 150 and were in the process of moving all the
production lines into one part of the original factory building (which at its height 2,000 workers were
employed).

All bikes are now being madeto ordersothat Tr i umphoés have no bikes sitt
wasting money for them. 100 bikes are still being produced per week and the waiting list is only three
weeks from order to delivery

Robin J Day

Note: Pat ( L/Cpl. Billy Patterson oftheR. E. M. E. ) who compl eted the Lands
Run was in a serious road accident two weeks ago, and sustained injuries which will hospitalise him

for about five months. He is now in the Cambridge Military Hospital, in Aldershot Military Town, in

Ward 10.

If you would like to visit him, we would appreciate it as he needs cheering up. If you can help to

rebuild his bike, which we are going to attempt before he is restored to health, please contact me.

The team of us who are trying to do this so far are Rod Machin, Peter Little, Michael Bushell, Richard

and GregWheadon and me. Pat 6s bike is a Triumph Trident
of fer (or time), we would be very much appreciate

This may have beenthefirsti ER@ENd o6 f or the Berkshire Branch, but
Triumph. That accolade wentto lvanHart-Davi es i n the early 19000s. He
1911 covering the 886 miles in 29hr s arB@mph),2otmi nut e
bad when you take into account the condition of the roads at the time and having to push the bike the

last mile or so!!
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Nacelle

The Triumph Owners’ Motorcycle Club

Volume 31

'NOVEMBER 1980

The Nacelle Magazine Cover featuring the late Ken Thomas with the Branch members who
went on the sponsorlJetnlodrGd 0 aBErsd tRan
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The Berkshire Branch also regularly attended the Isle of Wight British Motorcycle Rallies where they
often took Best Club Turnout, something which the Berkshire Branch continues to do in 2006, some
25 years later.

April 1984 - Berkshire Branch TOMCC at the Isle of Wight Easter Rally

Berkshire Branch long-term member Derek Young
Another move of club venue took place in 1983 to the Fox and Hounds Public House in Caversham
where the Branch remained until 1985, well supported by a core of Reading based Branch members,
sadly watching the end of an era of Triumph Motorcycle production at Meriden.
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Fox and Hounds Public House, Caversham

All went well unt il an enforced move aonthemae r eques
again this time to the Horncastle Public House on the A4, west of Reading, a meeting place
previously utilised by the Reading Branch TOMCC in the mid-sixties.

The Horncastle Public House, Reading

First Edition July 2007% Updatel Decembe021.
27



Bags were scarcely unpacked when further moves were made to the New Inn Public House,
Stratfield Saye, inthelate 1 98 06 s when t h #&forfTiiumghlrangdoet as produktioneof the
ADevonfi Bonneville ceased.

October 1985 - Berkshire Branch Camping Weekend at the
New Inn Public House, Stratfield Saye

First Edition July 2007% Updatel DecembeR021.
28



October 1985 - Berkshire Branch Camping Weekend at the
New Inn Public House, Stratfield Saye

The cessation of all Triumph motorcycle production did not however dampen the resolve of the

Berkshire Branch which still continued to attract Triumph enthusiasts from far and near all of whom

still believed the Triumph remained AThe Best Moto
closure was quickly followed by yet more Club meeting venue moves. We left the New Inn PH in late

1990 and moved albeit briefly to the Dewdrop PH, Burchetts Green, off the A4 out towards
Maidenhead.

The Dew Drop Public House, Burchetts Green
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Staying only until 1991 we moved back out into the sticks to the Four Horseshoes Public House,
again in Stratfield Saye as another decade dawned along with the now famous re-birth of Triumph
under the watchful eyes of Mr John Bloor at Hinckley, Leicestershire;

MADE IN
GREAT BRITAIN

YES ¢ TRI UMPH I S BACK ! 11
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TRIUMPH

OWNERS MCC

Berkshire Branch Back Patch

The Four Horseshoes Public House, Stratfield Saye (circa 1994 - and before you ask, the
lee(a)k is not from a Triumph motorcycle !!).
The Morl ands fartists in brewingo plaque is
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The Four Horseshoes Public House, Stratfield Saye
(circa 2007, now a private dwelling)

Hinckley Triumph Daytona 885cc
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1991 Berkshire TOMCC Summer Show at The Four Horseshoes Public House,
Stratfield Saye

1993 - Berkshire Branch TOMCC Bike Show, held in fields adjacent to the
Four Horseshoes Public House, Stratfield Saye
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September 1993 - Berkshire Branch TOMCC Bike Night & BBQ
The Four Horseshoes Public House, Stratfield Saye

September 1993 - Berkshire Branch TOMCC Bike Night & BBQ
The Four Horseshoes Public House, Stratfield Saye
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